

ENACTED 5/12/15


Introduced by Council Member Jones: 

ORDINANCE 2015-251-E
AN ORDINANCE NAMING a parcel located at the northwest corner of Lee and Houston Streets, owned by the City of Jacksonville, Real Estate No. 074828-0010 (the “Subject Property”), in Council District 9, Jacksonville, Florida, as the “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing Park”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ordinance 2013-535-E, enacted on September 10, 2013, designated the James Weldon and John Rosamond Johnson Birth Site, (LaVilla Division C, Block 1C, Lot 6), a parcel located at the northwest corner of Lee and Houston Streets, owned by the City of Jacksonville, Real Estate No. 074828-0010 (the “Subject Property”), in Council District 9, Jacksonville, Florida, as a landmark site; and 
WHEREAS, the Subject Property was the location of the family

home of James Weldon Johnson and his brother John Rosamond Johnson, in which both brothers were born, raised and lived during a significant portion of their lives; and 
WHEREAS, the Subject Property is also the location where the brothers composed Lift Every Voice and Sing, originally composed to commemorate Abraham Lincoln’s birthday but later became known as the Negro National Anthem; and

WHEREAS, James Weldon Johnson later attained additional national prominence by being appointed the United States Consul to Venezuela and Nicaragua; and

WHEREAS, likewise, John Rosamond Johnson went on to achieve additional notoriety in the vaudeville scene by composing or assisting in more than 200 musical compositions made popular through vaudeville performances in New York’s Broadway Boulevard venues and Carnegie Hall; and
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council now wishes to rename the Subject Property to the “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing Park”; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Naming the “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing Park”.   The City of Jacksonville hereby names a parcel located at the northwest corner of Lee and Houston Streets, owned by the City of Jacksonville, Real Estate No. 074828-0010 (the “Subject Property”), in Council District 9, Jacksonville, Florida, as the “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing Park.”

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Paige H. Johnston
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